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Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Mar. 20 

Message on the Observance of Nowruz 
March 20, 2007 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Nowruz. 

Nowruz is a special time of thanksgiving 
and celebration when millions of people 
around the world who trace their heritage 
to Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Turkey, Pakistan, 
India, and Central Asia welcome the New 
Year. For thousands of years, it has been 
an occasion when family, friends, and loved 
ones come together to reflect on the bless-
ings of the past year and look forward with 
a spirit of renewal and hope. 

America is strengthened by the rich cul-
tural diversity of our people, and we are 

blessed to be a Nation that welcomes indi-
viduals of all races, religions, and cultural 
backgrounds. Celebrating Nowruz honors 
the values of family and tradition and helps 
preserve the unique fabric that makes up 
our country. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for 
health and happiness in the coming year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Sweden-United States Social 
Security Agreement 
March 20, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the So-

cial Security Act, as amended by the Social 
Security Amendments of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 
433(d)(1)), I transmit herewith the Supple-
mentary Agreement on Social Security be-
tween the United States of America and 
the Kingdom of Sweden. The Supple-
mentary Agreement was signed in Stock-
holm on June 22, 2004, and is intended 
to modify certain provisions of the original 
United States-Sweden Agreement, which 
was signed May 27, 1985, and that entered 
into force January 1, 1987. 

The United States-Sweden Agreement, as 
revised by the Supplementary Agreement, 
remains similar in objective to the social 
security agreements that are also in force 
with Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 
Chile, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Ireland, Italy, Korea, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Swit-
zerland, and the United Kingdom. Such bi-

lateral agreements provide for limited co-
ordination between the United States and 
foreign social security systems to eliminate 
dual social security coverage and taxation, 
and to help prevent the loss of benefits 
that can occur when workers divide their 
careers between two countries. The United 
States-Sweden Agreement, as revised by 
the Supplementary Agreement, contains all 
provisions mandated by section 233 and 
other provisions that I deem appropriate 
to carry out the purposes of section 233, 
pursuant to section 233(c)(4). 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the Social 
Security Administration explaining the key 
points of the Supplementary Agreement 
with a paragraph-by-paragraph explanation 
of the provisions of the Supplementary 
Agreement. Annexed to this report is the 
report required by section 233(e)(1) of the 
Social Security Act on the effect of the 
Supplementary Agreement on income and 
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